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TO THE RIGHT 


HONORABLE, WIL- 
LIAM EARLE OF PEMBROCK, 


and Philip Earle of Mountgomeric, 


Grace, mercie and peace from God 
the Father through Chriſt. 


C2 IF 


ER Zres\ 1 good Lords, 1 had intended 
| to haue preſented to your hono. 

rable Ladie-mother, now at reſt 
with God, the firſt fruits of my 
Wy labours in this kind, containing 
| 4 inſt defence of Gods truth and 

' the credit of Dorts Synod againſt 
ſome. of Arminius his [chollers 
here at home, who will not be reclaimed Ly the graue 
ſevtence of that late Councell , nor affrighted with the 
ſtrange death of their maiſter : but as Arrius his fol- 
lowers, after his fearſull death did labour to ſcatter his 
errors farre and neare, ſo do theſe with Vs, But 
43 Jour 
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The Epift! 
your Honours may obief# to me, Of wiya; N xhtuns d- 
yaiaziy # 96's Aaufdre. To whioh 1 anſwer , that partly 
T)Wgopre/e. mis aideingy 48d partly the importunitie of 
ſome enemies did draw me forth both by preaching and 
printing to aſſay to ſtop the mouthes of gainſayers. 
Now I. humbly offer 60. your Lordſhips view the true 
Chbriftian Noble-man, who by the Spirit of Adoption 


 ealfeth God Abba,Father, Rom.8.15. and which lob 


friles Chriſt, Tob 19.25. Goeli, My redeeming” kinf. 
man; 4nd with Ilay,7ſa.5 .r.Dodi,My necre kinſ{man. 
Your Honeurs may beſt challenge this little Treatiſe as 
Jour owne right, becaaſe that 1 gained the greateſt part 
of my litle learning through my acquaintance with your 
honorable fathers houſe and family, where _ had 4 
moſt religious and truly noble breeding and education, 
by the zealous care of your pious and truly religions fa- 
ther, and Ladie Bathſhebah neg/eFead not to teach 
her youg Lemuels humane and dinine knowledge Prog. 
31.1,2." Tow? truly noble fathers houſe for ſtate and go- 
wernment ſomewhat reſembled Salomons Court, 2. 
Chron.g.4. where Shebacs Queene obſerued the meate 
of his table, the ſitting of his ſeruants, and the atten- 
dance of his miniſters. And your famous wilton bouſe, 
like a litle Vninerfitie was a more excellent nurcerie for 
learning and pietic, then ener it was in former times, 
when King Edgars daughter Editha had her reſidence 
and regencie there: ſo that Popiſh S.F.E. had no weed 
10 ſceke the reſtoring of it to its former ſes. Wilton 
houſe had init that godly learned Phiſitian and Skil- 
full Mathematician M. Doctor Moffet my moſt wor- 
thy and kind friend; it had is it great Hugh yon 


Dedicatorie. - | 
-learned in all arts, ſciencts, knowledge, humane and di- 
wine, vique ad miraculum , whom 1 ener _ 
4 Horace did his Mafenas exer before him, (1ngul- 
tim. pauca locutus, from whons { newer departed 
without ſome profit. To paſſe ower Gerard the Heybal. 
liſt, 4.Maſhnger-4nd other Gentlemen ſcbollers, Nev 
wer noble houſe ” [uccefſintly deeper Dinines , namely 
Biſhop Babington, 8.Parry,44.Conni, M.Waltord, 
M.Parker, M-Bigs. 1» this noble Houſe Babingtons 
rules o pietie and honeſlie ſmayed , ſwearing was ba- 
. Miſhed; yea the houſt-ktepers and mferiour ſeraants 
well knew and practiſed the grounds of Religion, as [c- 
rome commendeth the ploughmen of Paleſting for their 
Halleluiahs. | Theſe were the Trophees of your fathers 
houſe ;, he honoured God, and God honoured bim , and 
you his ſeed enioy the bleſſing : whereas the (eed of the 
wicked, lo ijqqare le holam, ſhall not be famors for e- 
nerIſ4.14.20.. The ſeed of the righteous fbull be great 
or ſtrong in th: earth, Dor ieſharim icuorach, the ge- 
neration of the wpright ſhall be bleſſed, Pſal.112.1,2.-- 
Wiſedome with an 1nheritance is good, ſa!th Salo. 
mon, Eccleſ. 5. 12. God h1th bleſſed your Honours + 
wth a goodly heritage, Pſal.16.6, Theprice of wiſedome 
i 4n your hands, Oh let your hearts be toit, Prou,17.16. 
To whom much is ginen, of them mc is required, Luk... 
12.43. . Tow cannot ſay with the Port, 
A* $91 Tein T6 idiot ngInuirn ewes, 
00 pa iam}; wes xal vey nubTICON- 
Nor with Viyſſes in Homer, 
H'kov yag r ae; 4mairy?) ivgiore (us, 
"Arigos iu] dr pay xemaiator jap Lana ure 
Sern® 


The Epiltle Dedicatorie. 
Serue the Lord with icy of heart for the ahoundance 


that hee hath giuen you, Deut.28.47. Let your houſes 


ot be like Eugenius Tertivs Bernards ſcholler bis 
heuſe, & recipiant & faciant bouos. Oh let the n- 
fained faith, as Paul peakes to Timothy, 2.Tim1.s. 


that dwelt in your good father, dwell in you. 


The Lord bleſſe your Honours, and increaſe in you 
all the graces of bis holy Spirit, for his Chriſts ſake, 


, «us whom 1 reſt, 


\Your Lordſhips moſt hum- 
' ble ſeruanr; 


. Walter Sweeper, 


NOBLEMAN. 


The Text, Pros. 12.16, 
The Righteous is more excellent then his neighbour: 
bat the way of the wicked ſeduceth thews. 


© H E three bookes of Solomen 
are by ſome compared to the 
three parts of the Templez 
Y the 'Prouerbes to. the large 
w Court, made forthe aſſetnbly 
of 'a!l the people , wherein 
W* Chriſt walked, Iob. 10, 23. 

Eccleſiaſtes to the holy place 
where the Prieſts ſcrued the Lord, Luk.1.9. and 
the Canticles to the moſt holy place, whereinto the 
High prieſt onely went once a yeare, Levit.16.12. 
Though this be granted, yer the authority and cre- 
dit of this booke is no whit diſparaged , but may 
well anſwer the beautifull gate of the Temple, Acts 
3-2. being giuen by diuine inſpiration as all other 
Scriptures,2.Tim.3.16. And So/omon wrote not this 
booke by any priuate motion, but as he was mo- 
ucd by the Spirit of God, 2,Pet.1.19,20,21. _—_ 
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2 The true Noble may. 
the title Mi/blein the Hebrew, mach commendeth 
ro vsthe excellencie otrhis booke, coming of Mg- 
to.rule,cxcell,or ſpeake graue ſentences, or dark 
we cri nur”. Menaſha! Meſbalim bu, Death 
wot ſpeake parables? and-it 15 as much as Kurieweis, 
princely to rule, Rom 6.4. or,authenterngockercilc 
authenticke authoritic,a.Tim 242. becauſe theſe 
ſentences,. both in regard of their divine matter 
and forme, do far excell other writings of this kind. 
The Ethicks, OEconomickes and Politickes of all 
Heathen Philoſophers, muſt giue place rotheſe, A 
great part of theſe Prouerbes, were copied out by 
Hezekiahs (eruants,Prov. 25.1. A good patterne for 
religious Courtiers. Now whercas Solomon wrote . 
3000 parables and 100, ſongs, 1.King.4.32. God 
in his gracious prouidence hath reſerved ro the vſe - 
and edification of his Church, oncly rheſe few ho. 
Proverbs, . with Ecclcliaſtes and the Canticles, . 
uffering the other bookes of liumane-wiſedome, . 
whereof wereade 1.King. 241, to peniſh,' and nor 
willing toclog the Chureh'with many bookes. And - 
theretore many things done by Chrift,are omirted, 
Joh.20.30. becauſe. otherwiſe the world would * 
not containe the bookes that ſhould be written, . 
Ioh.21.25. And aswe reade Eccleſ.12,12. Theres 
no end of writing bookes; and much reading isa weari« 
weſſeto the fleſh. FR'y 
If you will know- the ſurmme and Teope of this 
booke, it is to teach man the holy knowledge of - 
God, diuine dutie and morall precepts of ciuilitic, . 
Prou.1.1,2,3,4. For pictic doth not overthrow the / 
duties of ciuilitic : as we learne from Chrift, Luke - 
14-7 


The ines Noble-man, a, J 

14-7.both ANI TG Era 9 <5 a3 

courtelic, innotſceking the higheſt = tcakts, 
eby.co preſerue our credit. 

Now in the perſwading to.true holineffe and 
righteouſnefſe , the holy Ghoſt vicrth theſe two 
chiefe motiues-: Firft he (heweth the excellencie of 
the knowledge and feare of Gad,in it owne nature, 
Secondly, the good cife& of it, making the godly 
and rightcous truly happic, as in.this my text, che 


"Sadck: tighteouſnes is cither attributedto God, 

as be is in himlelte ſimply iuſt and infinitely good, 

Math.19.t7; ſoin the Angels ſong, lay 6.3. he is 
oclaimed thrice Holy, rather to proue his infinite 
olineſſe,then the trinitie of the perſons. 

Secondly, righteouſneſle is applied to God, be. 
cauſe he doth impute vnto vs Chriſts righteouſnes, 
Row.10.3.26. 2.Cor.5.24, Secondly, Chriſt our 
Mediator is called Gods ri2/teows ſernant,[lay 53.2. 
and Zach 9.9. Siows righteous King; and Acts 4.27. 
Gods righteous Child, the immaculate Lambe of God, 
1.Pet.1.19. 

Thirdly, the Angels and ſoules in heauen are 
called holy and inf, Math 25.31. Heb.12.23. But 
my text { h not of theſe, but of-a righteous 
man in this life excelling his wicked neighbour. 
And the truly conuerted Chriſtian is called righ- 
teous: Firſt in regard of Chriſtsrighteouſneſle 1m- 
putedto him, lay 50.8. He « weere that duthiuſtifie 
me: He doth iuſtific che wicked, Rom. 3.26. who 
being iuft by faich liveth, Roms,17. Secondly, 
we arc iuſt inregard of infuſed graces and _—_— 
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4 The $rue_Noble-man. 
obedience. And the.word xighteonſneſje. ioyned 
with belineſſe, is triftly taken for the duties of the 
fecond Table,Luk. i .74- Serving God in holinefi and 
righteos{neſ/e. Somerimes it fignifierh both-pieric 
and charitie, yea all che duties of the firſt and ſe+ 
cond Table; ſo Ne is called righteous, Genel.6.9, 
Of both theſe righteouſneſſes, firſt, Chriſts-impu. 
ted, and ours wrought by Gods Spirit and word, 
fairh isan ioftrument.: for, Row, 1.1 & The iuit by 
faith lizeth: and ARts 15.9. The Gentiles heart was pu- 
rified by faith: and Acts 26.18. They are alſo ſaniti- 
fred by fart in Chrift. *1ather commerttrofia._verbe 
ſometime (ignifying to abound;ſo the French hath 
it, 4 plus de reſe : and the nore is, . more liberall.in 
ifts; bur rhe clauſe following ouerthroweth this 
ce. Sometime it fignifierh roremaine, Eccleſ;r. 

13. Mabithron, what remaineth. Tunix. hath it, what 
profit is there cf all the labowrs. But in my text it-lig- 
nificth-ro exceilz as Gen. 49-3. iether ſeeth we rethur 
2ndzh, Exeellencic of dignitie and my ſtrength: ahtoge- 


. ther thoa ſb.lt nat be excellent. The laſtword ; 


ſignifietha friend,a companion, bur herea neigh. 
bour.. 

A man iuſtified by-faith, ſanQified by Gods Spi- 
rit, is more. excellent then his wicked neighbour. 
You ſhall haue the ſence. of the. other clauſe here- 
afrer. 

My text containeth in it two propoſitions: firſt, 
The righteous man is more pa thenhis wic- 
ked neighbour. The ſecond : The profperous way 
of the wicked,maketh him to an back in judge. 
ment and in courſe of life, . The hquagatitne 
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The true Noble.muan. ; 
teacheth, that A» ho/pund religions man truly fex- noir, 
ring God, bythe ſentence of God and iudgement of the 
Church s more excellent then his rrrelig ious neighbour, 
though ueuer ſo great in the eye of the winid. More 
| briefly theſerwo Dofrines: | 

Firſt, The godly man i truly honorable. 

Secondly, The wicked mas is-eruly baſe, 

T hatthis may not ſceme like ſome of Tues pa: 
radoxes,afhrming,thatthe wiſe man is only free,8 
the wiſe man is-onely rich ; let vs firft heare what 
God ſaith to the.commendation of the-righteous; 
what in the ſecond place heſpeaketh to the diſgrace 
of wicked men: and note here-with me, that here 
is the figure Mcis/is lefſe ſpoken then is meant, For 
the Scripture here intendeth,thatthe child of God 
is truly honorable, and the childe ofthe divell 
truly baſe, like tothae pbraſe, Eccleſ:1 3 -wiſedeme 
execlleth folly, as light excelleth darkneſſe. Light is 
good, darkneſle naught; ſo wicked men are baſe, 

y men'are honorable. In-Ifay 4.5. the Lord 
promiſeth «covering defence 19 all the glorie, tharis, 
emphatically,td all the glorious people: of God, 
Honorable things are ſÞpken of. thee, thou Citie of "God, 
Pſa.87.3. The beleeuers & true worſhippers of God 
are called Gods ſecret ones,Plal,33;1. Gods people are 
termed Se gublah,Gods choiſe and chi: fe treaſure, Exo. 
19.5 4nd Za0s periouftos, A peculiar people;Tit.2.14. 
The Bereans gladly entertaining theGoſpel,aretſty- 
led Ewgeneſteror, more honorable rhen-others that 
did not ſo readily receive-the word, ARS 17. 2. 
There are threeſtore Queenes and foureſcore concubines, 
«dl Virgins without number. My Doue my A Pl 
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% Thetrue Noble-man. 
but owe, tht onely ont of her mother, fb: is the choiſe one 
of ber that bare her : the danghters ſaw her and bleſſed 
ber ewes and. concubines preiſed ber, Cant. 
6.8, Now this that is ſpoken of the whole Church 
and Spouſe of Chriſt, muſt be vnderſtood of the 
glorious cſtate of euery holy belecuer, who excel- 
kth in vertue, and is a truc Same here on earth, Plal. 
16.2 And for thiscaulſe glorification fignifieth boch 
preſent holinefle and future gloric, Rom.8.3 9. This 
cauſeththe Spiritof God to preferre 4-poore. c/i/de 
walking in vprightneſle, before aw old unwiſe King, 
Eccleſ(.4.t3. But when he that ru/cth ower men irinſt, 
and ruleth in the ſtare of. God, as Danid did, 2.”Sam, 
23-3.then he is in honour another Solowen,r. King, 
3-13.who had not bis peere for true honour all his 
dayes, of whoſe royaltic Chriſt ſpeaketh,Mar.6.33. 
hen 4 Krng reigneth in righteouſne(ſe, and Princes 
rule in indgement, llay 32.1. when the King is the ſon 
-of Nobles, and Princes eate in due rims or ſtrength 
and not for drankenneſſe, Eccleſ.10.17, then the land 
is not onely bleſſed, but theſe great men may truly 
be ſtyled as Abraham was by the Hittite , mightie 
Princes, yea the Princes of God, aſter the Scripture 
phraſe,Gen.23.6. Now the great Magor, the great 
Turk, the Cham of Tartarie,with the rich Chi 
living in Heatheniſme, diſgracefully thinking an 
ſpeaking of our truly. noble Chriſtian Princes, vn- 
der the name of pettie Princes of Chriftendome, 
are like Nabal, who according to his name was a 
fooliſh bafe creature, and yer could ſpeake baſely 
of David, who is the ſome of ifhai? 1.Sam.25.10. 
The vallalsalſo of Antichriſt can write ay” 


The trac Neble-wuan, "9 
| of Gods aanointed ones who have 
off rhe Popes yoke 3 1ike Shimmer who ro-our 
Danid;,are but dead dogs,2.Sam.16.7,8,9. Asrigh- 
teuvus Lot was more worthyrhen a'l $2dom, 2.4et. 
2.7.45 Lazarus his citate was better then rich Ds- 
wes 1:uk.16.22,23, yea Tohn Baptiſt in priſon more 
happie then inceftuous Herod, Mark. 6.20. ſo ſtill 
are Gods children more honorab'e then the diuels. 
To conclude.therefore the firſt kinde of proote, 
drawne from the conſentot the Scripture, and'to 
hatten to variable arguments drawne our of rhe 
Scripture , let all wen know, that the true know- 
ledge and feare of God bringeth creditand honor 
to all ſtares and conditian;; it aduancerh rhe credic 
and cſ{tceme of poore men, and to honorab'e men 
by birth and caling: 'tis like a diamond in aring, 
making them that were gold before,to become rhe 
moſt fine gold, yea A4ichtam the purcit gold of O- 


if. . p | 
The firſt arguivent is drawne from the God of , x,,;.. 
the righteous; and according to thexriplicitie of 
the perſons,it is threetold ; God the Farter of our 
Lord lelus Chrift by nature, is cucry uſt mans fa- 
ther by grace and adoption; ſo in this refpet our 
pedegree is fram heauea, .and therefore very hy- 
norable. Chriſt teatherh all reue Chrittians, Marh. 
6.9. to pray thus, Our Father which art 1 beancy, 
All 'belcevers have this-prerogatiue to. be called 
#he ſonnes of God, which are nat borne of blood, nor of 
the will of the fleſh, nor of the will of man, but of God, 
Iob.1.13. Chriſt faith, Loh 20.17.17 go 20 wy Father 
and your Father. we have the Spirit of aurprien,ory- 
| ing 
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ing, Abbe, 2095 error yeW: we are predefinaced 
£9 the adoption of chilaren 15. is the fa- 
ther of urſpirits, Heb. 12.9. He is our rohoryr ws 
cher, able and me; EIT rm 
name, Luke 11.13. We are commanded. fo to doe, 
and haue aprowile tobe heard, Ioh.1 6.23. 1.1oh, 


5-T- | 

The- ſecond -argument is drawne from Chriſt 
our elder brother, who maketh all his yonger bre- 
thren honorable; as the yongeſt brethren in Ger- 
manie, for the moſt part enioy the titles of the el. 
der,the Eleorſhips __ ; and the yonger bre. 
thren withvs beare the ſame coate-armour, ſome 
little difference, by the rules of Heraldry excepted, 
in regard of theirſenioritic and minoritie. Chrift 
maketh vs Kings and Prieſts to his Father, Reuel. 1.6. 
The ſanitifier and the ſanitified are all of one; for 
which cauſe be is not aſhamed tocall vs Brethren, Heb. 

2-11, Who is the firſt borne amongſt many brethren, 

Ram.8$.29. 

For the further _ of this point ,-let vs firſt 
ſee what Chriſt is in himſclfe. Secondly, whathe is 
to vs.' And thirdly,what he hath done to make vs 
hanorablc. 

1.Chriſt in regard of hisowne naure, is Wonder- 

full, Counſeller, thi mightie God, the Fathey of eter- 
aitie,liay 9.6. though at the cime of his manifeſta- 
tion he ſaith, Pſal.2.7, This day haze 1 begotten thee, 
yet after an vnſpeakable manner he was begotten 
from eternitic, | ——___ Ganm, He hath poſſeſſed me 
in:the beginning of his dayes, before his workes of olde. 
In the beginning was the word, and this word —_— 
b” - G 
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God, and that Word was God, Joh1.1,2; which the 


bery he was the Fathers equall,Philip.2.6. yea bis 

fellow, Zach. 13.7. God ener all, to be bleſſed for ever, 

Roem.g-5- Secondly, in regard of his humane na- 

rure he is moſt pure, holy, the immaculate Lanibe 

of God,1.Pet.1.19.concciued in the wombe of the 

virgin Marie 4 Ay y Ghoſt, Luke 1.35. be ful- 
0 


filled the whole law, the will of his F to the 
vemoſt,Pſal. 40.7,8. beberame obedient tothe death of 
the croſſe,Phil. 2.18. ſole became the Lord our righ. 
reouſne ſſe,ler.23.6. our wiſedome, righteouſneſſe, re- 
tion. ſanttifi. ation, 1.Cor.1,30. This (word ([ 

ſay) became fleſh, and Eſkenoſen, dwelt in our nature, 
asin a tabernacle, 1oh.1.14. Great s the myſterie of 
godlineſſe, God Pee in the fleſh, inſtifi-d in the 
fpurit, ſeone of Angels, preached to the Gentiles, belee. 
wed on inthe world, and receined wp into gloritt. Tim. 

3.15. 4 this Name eutry knee in heauts and earth,aud 

<nader the earth doth bow, Phil.2.1o. He is ſet at Gods 

right band in heazenly places, farre aboue all principali- 
ties and powers, and might & dominion,and enery name 

that is named, - not onely in this world, but that which is 

80 come, Ephel.1.20,z1. Now ſecondly ler vs con- 

ſider what hes tothe Church in regard of his of- 

fices, God bath put all rhings under his feete, and y ine 

him tobe head oner all things to the Church,which i his 

bodie the fulneſſe of hm that filleth all i all, Ep.1.22. 

23. Heis the head of the body the Church, who is the be. 

ginnipg the firſt borne from the dead, that in all yy 
Cc [ 


| 
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10 
he night Beje the preheminence,Colofl.118. Siton my 
right 


4 ({aith the Fatber to him) Pſal. 119.1. 44 
1 make th;ye enenes thy foorftoole. And lo as King 
and Prophet he ſendeth the rod of his power out of 
Sion , whexeby. he mildly ruleth the willing praple of 
good deuotions, Plal.110.2,3. And as with 4 mace 
of iron breaketh the rebels ju peeces as potters veſſels, 
Pſal.2-9."And inthe 4.verle of the CX. plalme, by 
an oath he is made 4 Prieſt for euer after the order of 
Melchizedek, Heb.7.1,2, Chriſt is the Prieſt of our 
profeſſion, more excellent then Moſes; he bui't the 
houſe, Moſes was but a ſcruant of the houſe, Heb.z, 
1,2, 3. The Legall pricſts weſt linful!, offered: facri- 
fices for ama died;. he holy and pure, 
and blameleſſe, liveth for euer, Heb.7.23,24,26,27. 
There many ſacrifices could not take away linnes, 
but Chrifts oneoblation did, Heb.9.13,24,26. once 
for all, Heb.10.10. As our Pricſt alſo he appeareth 
{or v5 in heauen, Heb. 9.24. 41d maketh interceſſion - 
for vs, Rom.8.34.. j 
Thirdly, m the execution of theſe othces, what 
hath he done for vs : firſt;as our Prophet be reach. 
eth vs his Fathers will , and giucs vs holy Sacra. 
ments. Peter (Afts 3.22.) telleth the Iewes out of 


| Deut.18.15. 4 Prophet ſball the Lord your God raiſe 


Vnto 106, 0ut of your brethren, like vnto me, hin 
30u beare in all things. God laſtly ſpake to wi by his Son 
Heb.1.2. whotaught Noaband all the other Pro-. 
phers,1.Per. 3.19. ot whom the Father faich, This ts 
my heloued Soune, heart him, Math, 19.5. Secondly, 
this righteous King of Sion, Zach. 9.9. doth fir as 
King on moubtSion, pſal.2.6. Hee our King-de- 
ſtroyed 


The true Noble-man. It 
firoyed all our enemies, fiwxe, Rom.B.z. the law,Gal. 
4-5. the dinel,Heb.2.15. Col. death; Hoſars 
x.Cor.15.53-ſ0 delivereth vs from the hands of 
our chemies, Luk.1.71.. Thus he ſhall beare downe 
all our en&fhies; r.Cor: 15.25, 26,27. deſtroying the 
laſt enemie, Dearb, ſhall gue vp the kingdome to 
God the Father, bring all his{ubietsrohim, (hall 
cealeto reigne then as Mediator, bur ſhall retaine 
the glorie of the kingdome for euer, as the Angell 
tellecth Marie, Ofhis king dome ſball be noneewd, Luke 
1.33, As our Prieſt be azed for our ſinnes, and roſe a- 

eine for our tuſtification, Rom. 4.25. by hisblood 
hath redeemed vs, Eph.1.7,Col.1.z4.20.his blood 
hath waſhed vs from all our ſinnes, Reu1.5. Thus 

Chriſt becomes to vs our redeeming kinſman, Tob 
19425. and our righteoulheſle, r.Cor.1.30. eſpecially 
when he performes to vs the ſecond part of his 
prieſthood, - by being our Intercefſor and Aduo- 
cate;ſtil making interceſſion for vsar the right hand 
of his Father, Rom.8.34. and vcr a vs-in 
heauen, Heb.g.24. Thus in the dayes of his fleſh 
he offered vp prayers for vs, Heb.5.7. Ioh.17.9; 
From his hand much incenſe mixed with the pray- 
ers of the Saints is offered ro God; Reuel.$.3. He 
therefore that hath this Chriſt, hath life, r. lob. 5-12, 
On him thar beleeueth nor, bis wrath abiderh, (ob. 
3.36. Our life is with Godin Chrift ; "when Chriſt our 

glorie ſhall appeare, then [ball we appeare with him im 
lorie;Col. 3.3,4. By him we are heires of heauen, 

Rom. 17: and are made meettobe inherirers with 
the Saints in-glorie, Col.1.12. ſorthat'we may ſay 
wittrthe Church. in the Canrickes, 5.chap. _ 

C 2 1's 


3.Re«ſen, 
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This is my belowed,; and this is my friend, © ye daughters 
Aatvr, _ creo, —_ by his 
bloyd, out of | f , pation; 
pat 79ers Prieſts 80 our God, . and we 
fſball rergne on the earth, Reuel.5.9,10, 
| Come we now tothe third argument, drawne 
from the holy Ghoſt. ſanQifying vs and adorning ' 
vs with all ſauing graces, Trucnoblemen have 
waycs true noble iris, by which they arediſcer- 
ned from the baſe {ſpirited vulgars :-fo the holy 
le of God haue Gods Spirit giuen-to.them, 

| cs Becauſe.theyarechildren, God ſenderth 
his Spirit to them, Galati4:6. the ſame Spirit-thar 
raiſed Chriſt from-death;Rom.$.2. Ff anyone hath 
not the Spirit of Chriſt, he 1s none of his, Rom.8:g, 
Hence it is that Chrr/t dwelerbin our hearts by faith 
Epheſ.3.17. and atter-our effetuall calling, Chrif 
HMVS, —_ we-be reprobates, 2.Cor.13.5: The 
works and'efte&sof the holy Ghoſt in vs are foure; 
T his holy Spiric firſt ſanifheth and regenerateth 
vs, being borne againe of water and of the Spirit; 
loh.5.7. and borne from aboue. The word of 
truth, [am-1:18.and the immortal ſeed of rhe word 
isthe inſtrument hereof, 1.Per. 1.23. by which: we 
arc made cleane,lohas.z. The Lord doth :waſh away 


$1.12. from the bondage of ſinne,2;Cor:3.19, Bythis 
Spirit they.crucifie the fleſh ——————_"" 
nenatiobet 


% 
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luſts; inthis Spicitthey line, and inthis Spirit they 
walke, Gal 5,24525; Nas - 


Secondly,this Spirit beareth witneſſe to our Piritt 
that we are the ſonnes of God, Rom 8.16, ThLord 
doth ſcale vs and giue vs thecarneſt of this Spirit; 
2.Cor.1.22. by this Spirit of promiſe., the earneſt 
of our inheritance be ſecaleth vs, till we fully enioy 
the ſame, Epheſ.1.13,14. and by this Spirir that- 
dwellcth in.vs, we know that God abiderh in vs, 
1, loh.3.24. 

Thirdly, the cle aftertheir catling-carboldly 
go tothe throne of grace, there finding grace and ' 
obtaining mercie inthe time of need}, Heb-:4.16. 
yea by faith-in Chrift have boldneſſe -and acceſle 
with confidence, Epheſ.3.12. Godschildren recei- 
uing the Spirit of Adoption, crie, Abbs; Father, 
R om.$.15, Forthis-cad God ſendeth them the Spi- 
rit of his Sonne,that they:may call God, Father;Ga- 
lat. 4-6. Gods Spirit belping ourinfirmities; teach. 
ing vs topray,Rom.$.26. The Lord powres on his 
leruſalem, che. Spirit of grace. and ſupplication, 
prayers forthe forgiueneſle of (inne; Zac-12.10. 

Laſtly, this Spirit comforretb his ir-all diſtreſſes, | 
when our ſpirits faile,, God doth quicken vs by his 
good Spirir,ÞPlal. 143.7. He will not have ourfpirics 
faile before him, Ilay 57-16. Therefore Gods Spirit 
is called. che Comforter, Ioh.14.15. and-15.26- and 
16,7. | 


T he fourth reaſon-is drawne from two honore- 4.3-4/*» 


ble titles. which . are beſtowed on the faichfoll, 
namely, 1:Gods Church 2. Chrifts Spouſe. Theſe 
holy meg and womcnarecalled Siow, the Ci- 
| | C3 tie 
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ieof the living God, Heb12.22: Segallch, Gods thoiſe 
—_— Exod.19.5. 4 peenliar people, Tit. 2.14. 
The viſible gations, for the cles ſake arc 
called the aſſembly of Saints,1. CorngJ 33. And God 
is. called: the King of Saints, Reu.15-3. Theſe raber- 
nacles-aze bcauutull, Pſa!.84:t.- How goodly ave thy 
tewts, O lacob, and thy tabernacles,O TIſrael,Num. 24.5. 
The Church is faire.as the Moone, cleare 45 the Sun, 
terrible as an armic with banners, Cant.6., 9,12, My 
heartdid ſer me on the chariots of my noble peo- 
ple, Amminaars, of whom 1 thinke nobly, people 
of good deuotionsand'noble reſolutions, 'Pſaltne 
T10.3- T hey are renewed in the fpirit of their 
minds, 'and haue:put on the new man, which is 
created in knowledge, holinefle and righteouſnes, 
Epheſ.4-23,24- C01l.3.10. 

T heſecond honorabletitle is, thatthe Church 
is called the -Spoule of Chriſt; At the Kings hand 
ſtendeth the Queene 1n 4 garment of Ophir, Plal45. 
She is all glors05 within,verle 13. The bridegroom 
Chriſt inthe fourth of the Canticles diſplayerh at 
large the honour and beautie of the Church; and 
in Cant.6.8,9. athrmeth; rharall the Queenes,con- 
cubines and damoſels did praiſe her, being the on] 
vndefiled of her mother. Salomons mother ſitret 
at his right hand, 1. King. 2.19. ſo doth Chrifts 
Church, being clothed with the Sunne of righte- 
 ouſneſſe, the light of the Moone art her feete, and a 
crowne of twelueftarres at her head, Reuclat. 12.1. 
Mal.4.2. Inthis world' Chriſt callerh her Cheph/7. 


bab, My S__ ww her, Hay 62,4. Here ſhe is Ladie 
Sarah with her Hagar m— on 


ad cr, 
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her, Gal.4-22, Gen.2.19- Howhbenorable ſhallfhe 
be in heauca, when ſhe ſhall-be preſcazed to God 
withour {pot or eriakle, Epacly.27. | 
Thea argument is thus framed: -Noble-men 
haue viually great inheritances, large poſſciions, ; :-.», 
rich oftces, or liae onthe bouatie of heir noble 
tricods and allies. The taichtuil inrhis reſpe@ fing 
with David, The Lard is the portion of mine inbers. 
Lince and of my cup, thou ſhalt marutaine my lot ; the 
lines are fallen ro me in pleaſant places, yes 1 hane 4 
£ovaly beritage, Plal..16: 5,6, - By Chriſt we are in- 
tereſted in an inhericance incorruptibleand vndeti- 
led, that fadeth not away, bur is reſerved for vs in 
heaucn,t.Pet.1.4+ This beteer then the blethngs of 
Indahs wine, Aſeri tacncile, or Ephraimsdewes,Gen, 
49-," 0,25, Whether things preſent, orthings to 
come,all are ours.in Chriſt, r.Cor.z.:2,2z. by him 
we are ioynt hcires, Rom17, by bim we attaine 
ro an inheritance with the Saints in lite, Colofſ 
I.2. | 
The (ixt reaſon prouing the exccellent ſtate of 5.7--/en. 
Godschildren, is drawn from the honorable guard 
and rerinue waiting on them. -Firlt, God h1mſetfe 
keepeth his [{rael, and neither {lumbreth nor {lee 
peth, PlaL 121.4. The Name «ef the Lord 4514 firous 
towe-,the righteous runnech-unto it,and are { «fe, Pro. 
18.10. As 90mm: wntames compeſſe iſratl, ſo:the Lord 
is round ab1ut hes. people for ruer, D{a).125.2.. God is 
in the midſt of the Church , therefore ic ſhal-nvr 
fall,Plal.46.5 . Behold, the eyes of the' Lord are roþon 
them that feare bin, and ſuch ariraſt iv bicmerttt, to 
declines their ſoules from deaths, and keeps them aliue- in 


famine, 


* 9» 


16 The erat Noblomin. 

famine, Plal.3 3.18.29. yea bis carts are open to their 
crie, and ſo hedelivereth them amy: wetend— 
Qions,Plal 3445,79. He deliuereth his out of fixe 


,and the ſeventh ſhall not hurethem, Job 
5.19, Heisa wall of fire about his; and he-that tou. 


.cherh chem, toucherh the apple of his eye, Zac-3.5. 


Notable is Ieruſalems-deliuerance from Zenacbe- 
ribs rage,2.King[19.34. and notable was Conſtanti- 
noples deliuerance from the barbarovs Gohilts 4- 
rian Gaynes in Chryſeftomes time,as the Church Rory 
telleth vs: alſo by our like miraculous delaterance 
from the gun-powder treaſon, it appeareth that he 
that awelleth inthe ſecret place of the Higheſt, abideth 
wonder the ſhadow of the Almghtie,Plal.91.1. God the 
Father eſpecially committeth the ſafe keeping of 
his Church to our Captaine ChriſtTeſus, lol.g44. 
Thus Chriſt looked out of the pillar of fire, and 
troubled the Egyptian hoat, Ex0d.14.24. This An- 
gell of Gods preſence, lay 63.9, of the Couenant, 
Mal. 3.1..conducted [{racl through the wildetneſle 
into Canaan , Exod.3z3.1;2, This our Michael and 
great Prince-ſhall ſtand vp for-his peoplegeither in 
Antiochushis zime,as Janice , -or in Antichriſt and 
the Turks time,as Greſeriws and others thinke, Dan. 
42.1. 'He alwayes-walkes in the widſt of the golden 
candleſticks,Reu.2:1, Chriſts vineyard, which is his 
owne,is euer before him,Cant. 8.12. He watereth it 
every moment,and keepeth it day.and-night, llay 
27-23. 

C1 pr conſider the wer ary | 
an iſt,our protetors : The Angell of the Loy 
incampuh round about them that Re nd 


wererb 


aceth than, Pl. 3 4.7. He giues his 
tocarrie vs.in their n Sl \ 


forth to miniſter ro them that ſhall be 
uation, Heb. 1.14. Not now viſib! ing to 
pay wad before _ inencreiddews vs, 
as w mer , Gen. 32.1,2. toencourage 
him inf is roche: Sw? for which their ſer- 
ui —_— called Mahanaim, d 
thatthe | | 


hriſt for a time rak 
bodie of a man, wreſtled with paryones gary 
when the place wascalled Pexiel, the face of the 
g God, Theſe Angels ſeeing our converſion, 
do retoyce,Luk.1 5.10. wondring at the manifold 
wiſedome of God, Eph. 3.10. do with bended knee 
price into the myfterie of the Goſpel, 1. Per. 1.12, 
As they-comforted Chrift after his rewptations; 
and an Angell did ttrengthen Chriſt in his agonie, 
Luk.22.43.0 may aft vs in our corporall 
and ſpirituall cow 6.2. Solomons night- 
guard of threeſcoreche moſt valianemen in Ifracl, 
not like theſe, Cant. 3.7, One of Chriſt drew 
ran ns theſe RO ſonl- 
at once., Legion did amount 
to ——_ 70co.of berts end Rom, Math.26.5 3. 
When one Angell could deftroy in one night one 
hundred,foure _ and five thouſand,2.Ki - 9. 
35. When E prayed, his man ce 
mountains nee horſes and chariots of fire,2.Kin. 
6.17, tc teat apa children, 
| Promces 


7 Kraſon, 


and [words detend the | 
called #w- ng fothers ay 4923. who -by Gods ap» 
pehatment area terranio-the wicked, .not to:tbe 


Sodighatyj3:3.Thenghlonieimes Ninvred.be 
a mightic hunger before the Lord, Gen.10.9.. and 


ſame by.the {poile of nations,ger them, wealth and 
Kent Iay'1943.: Fore great bealts, Dane. 3,4. 
out of xhe laſt beaſt arale-the-dquble furious dealt 
Antichriſt, riſing tronmhe. ſalt Clergie to his ſpiri- 
tuall power, andeartbly temporaltie to his tempo- 
ralleſtate, Reu.1.3: 1.13. T his was onely to puniſh 
the (innesot the Church. The endof true magiltra- 
cie from God &, thatthe Church vader them may 
leade a quict and. peaceable life, in all godlinefle - 
and honeltie, I. Lim. 2:2, | 
The leucath argument to-proue the gadlics dig. 
nitieisdrawne from their bonorable ſeruices done 
for God and his people; the noble conqueſts rhey 
qe their OL Mrs and 
QC 19 triumph in the tongues men. - 
Thus theremnantof Jacoh,in the arty 
PROPer Docnapagt the dewes from the Loyd,as the rain - 
ou the-graſſe, Mica 5.7. Theſe men ſometime ſub. - 
duekin waxc.valiant in fight, andturne to 
flight the armies of the alients, Heb.11:33,34- 
Thus Abragbam with his trained or catechized ſoul- 


diers,deftrayed. foure Ki deliucred Let,Ge- 
nel. 14,14. T hus Jeſv« diſcomfutett> Amalck with 
the edge of the {wi 


word, lol. 17.9-Wikat ſhall] ſpeake . 
Nenthal 


of Barak and Debors, of Zebulumand 
that icoparded their lives ithchigh places of the 
a 


-Th — ohl, ” f = - 
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ſ@pbae,2,Chron.20.24. What ſhall we ſay of the 

poore wiſe man which by-bis wiſedame delinerecba city, 

-eccle{-y.1 5.0 Whar ſhall wee day \of Conflintinr 

Chrifts Genefall inthe Cliurches warreg whorde- 


i» 


ſtroyed Diocleſiaw, Maxinvanns, Maxenties and Li- 


cinnias, making them by his {word:toflic from the 
tcare ot theLambe, Reucks/1 5.16. whom'Bright- 
mar ſuppoſethto be tharchild arora rn 5.) who 
did bind I rr > mperours; Revel. 
20.1,2. Wharſhall ay 0 Threehx who the 
two tyrants Motmius and Exyenres, who bad: be- 
fore killed Yalentivians ewoſonnes,. to whom the 
Poct Claudian lingerh, O niminw dilee Dev, Oh 
greatly beloued ot God, whom the winds did ferue 
in his warres. Let Beftzar me, Hogs; Ziſce the Bos 
hemian ſcourge of the-Pope, iobuanes Huniader, 
Scanderbeg be.remembred ; - our marriall oy 
pres ofthe Pope and Papiſts; | 
mijn Merciorum Domins,the he evunnr wary the'Hea. 
nilh Danes. Sed omnes won poſſnmns efie Scapraucs 
aut Max ms, "All cannot be Seiproes or 4x meſes, 
but yet rhey can byprayer with 4n9/es: prevaile a+ 
gain Amalck, Exod. r7.12. and with the ſame Mo. 
{esftand inthe gap;ro'rurneaway wrath from. If. 
racl,pſal.106.2 3, Theggood man ua genera'l cor. 
ruption of manners, makecth vp the hedge by his 
yers, Ezck.22.30. Alſothis# fighteons mans hps 
bo abolddenic exhortations feedsummy;Pro.rz.21. 


For this cauſe £/(bs" CET "The chareits ond 
hore. 


Nayſcs 


obtainevitoric, 1.[oh.5.3. 
Satan,Toh.16.23. treading 
rr rh pry by whom they 
are morethen yr 38. Theſe no- 
ble Chriſtians do gms 17s the fleſh with the affettions 
and luſfts,Gal.5 get a: mn TC- 

God and Ck 

I 1.445-As/it TE eken of. ae mend rw 
rhcir good name is better then ointment, Ecclef 7.1, 
Thus Chrifts Name is likean oioement povred out, 
Cant.r.z.' Chriſtand his Churches name ſhall be 
remembred 49 ary 17. Pilates wite cal'eth 
Chrift that righteous «27.19. and Herod 
hint emed eb forkla bolincfſe and righ- 
teouſneſſe, Mark 6.20. Theſanoble generous ſpirits 
managenoble cxploits : Dazid hath ; fliine his thow- 


ſnds,1.Sam.20017. Many devzhters beareienel, 


tho excelleſt themall, Pro.31.29. 
The eight reaſon is drawne from. thoſt 
races which are onely -to the cle&. Firſt, 
conc know Thes 4 von whom he ak 
C £73. ue i ing fgi 
Tit. 4.1. nn 6 ha res eve png 
17. They hane hope that maketh not oſdames, Rom: 
5-3» by which they are faued, Rom.$.25. by which 
m_— tin heauen 2.6. being ananker-hold 
ſoule, firme and'ſtedfaſt, by which they enter 
within the as They hauc-loue; _ 
cowar 


of him, | 1+Ioh.5.1. by which they know they are 
tranſlated from death+o lite, t.loh.3. 14. They 
peace of conſcience, being iuſlified by fairh, Rom. 
5.1. which-Chriſt giveth. to his onely, Iob.14.27. 
which all vaderftanding, Phil.4.7. 4 
white ſtone, nr rarer _ bath it, Reu. 
2-17. They ioy molt glorious and. vnſpeaks- 
ble i.Pet-1.B. They are eſcaped trom the corrup- 
pion that is in the world. through-lufts,and are par- 
takers of the diuine nature, 2.Pet.1.4. are ſanRiked 
wholy indpirit.ſoule and bodie, 1: Theff. 5.23.They 
are clothed with humilitie and patience, 1.Per.3.6. 
Lam.5-8. Laſtly, rhey have the Spirit of grace and 
de tion, Zac.12.10, Rely, 


he ninth reaſon is, tharGod blefſeth to them 


zog good to them that lowe God, Rom:$.28. 
Alittle thit the righteous hath,us better then great poſe 
ſtfions of the wicked, Plal.37.16: Prou.16.8. Profpe- 
ritie is b'eſt-vnto them : Kches increaſing their beards 
are not {cron them, Plal,62.10; By grace a brother 
in high degree can be humble, Jam-1:9; - wiſedome 
with an inheritance tagether nuaketh bins excellent , Ec- 
cleſ.p.11. Solomons wilcdome remained with him 
in proſperitic,.Eccleſ.2.9- The aduerſitic of the 
rightequs is bleſled to him, who after the endu+ 
ring of tentations,receivetha erowne of glory, lam. 
2:12. Their ſufferings are bleſſed, Mat. 5.10. Bled 
are the perſecuted for righteou(weſſe ſake , for theirs is 


the kingdome of heaven. Thus Gods children made 
partakersof Chriſts ſufferings, reioyce, 1,Peri4-1 3» 
ae RE 


For 


euery eſtate of life,and death it ſelfe.- 4ll things work *** 


_w 
818 Yea the ddath of the Saints is precious in Gods (ight, 
Pſal16.15-Tother Deathis deftroyed, Hol.1z.14. 


| 2nd” the fling of death takeni\away; 1:Cor;r5.5 5,56. 
fe ave theſe dead that div in the Lord, for henre- 
forth, ſo ſaiththe Spirit they reſt from their labourt,and 


their works followthem, Rev,14.1. 
Ny The-laſt-argument' proucththe poſteritie of the 
10-09% righteousro be bleſſed, when the Lord becometh 
'the God of our ſeed alſo,Gen.17.7: The ſeed of the 
righteous ſeldome or never beg their bread, Pfal. 
37-26. For Dauias lake Solomons poſteriticare blel- 
ſed,1.Kink.11.35. Pfal.112.2.* © 
Firſt; this ſerueth to teach the righteous man 
/7e 1. thankfully to acknowledge bis bappie ftare here, 
but eſpecially-in thelife ro-come, Bleſſed is the man 
that walketh wot in the counſell of the ingodly, oy 
Pandeth in the way of ſinners, and hath not ſat"in the 
ſeate of the ſcornfull,Pſal.1.1. Bleſſedaereall that feare 
the Lord, Plal.nt2.1. Bleſſed ave tht wn din the 
way, and walke tu the ldw'of the Lord;' 'Plali115.r. 
Whar thoug ymad men eſteeme thy'life folly, and 
thy end ignowinious; wherthou art teckoned a- 
mongſt-rhe ſonnes of God, andrhylot is amo 
his Saints. "Whar though the ſonnes of baſe: twen 
make thee their fong,16b/30. 8,9. yea count thee 
the of ſcouring of the "world, 1.Corin.4.1;. wasnor 


C op nmmn 0 pro renew a wh 
Let ir ſuffice thee” that'thou with Chriſt, through 
Chriſt ure glorious inthe eyes of God , Tay 49. 5. 
| | What 


TYGAES> HR, 6 
Wheaghogghe ; Von 20 the 
wicked: fo tcthim be to thee, Procag.ap.. - 

. , Secondly, ſeeing all men nat 
nefle 4nd honour;thoug hthey-mifle in rhe memes 
of obtginingit ler.all chat toltowrafer righreouF- 
neſle hearken vntome, and that ſeeke the Lord, 
Ilay 51.1. Come ye children, hear hen onto wie, 1 will 
teach you the ferra-of. the Lord, ptal.y 4:1 And which 
ische true way to honour and happineſſe;the Lord 
himlſelfe to man ſheweth what is ga0d, Mica 6.8. 
It. by patient continuing in well doing, tbou (bajt 
ſeeke tor giorie,and bonour and immortalitie,thou 
ſhalrfiad cternalllife,Rom.z.7. Let him1bat isTigh- 
teows,be righteows fill Reuz2. 11: The pathof the righ- 
$:9148 u5 like the ſbininglight that ſbineth more and more 
to the perfect day, prou:4.43. Canit rhou'abaſe 


thy ſeltc for thy God, bettill more humble, he-will- 


aduance thee, and chowſhale be had-in honour in 
the eyes of Gods ſeruants,2.Sam.6.22.For thoſe thas 
honour God, he will haneur; and they that deſpiſe God; 
ſhall be like efteemed, 1:$3m.2.30. Conltider rheex. 
amples of Hamin and Afrrdecey, Thus ſhilltt be done 
10 the may whom the King delighteth $0 honowr, Hclt. 
649. | | 

Eccleſ. 7,16..Be not-one 139 hntous, neither muke_thy 
ſeife owner wiſe; why ſh1#idft theu deffroy thy ſelft*” He 
that re fr aneth from euill, maketh himſelfe « prey, May 
$9«1y. If thou be too zealous,thy friends will ebink 
theemad, Mark 3-21 | -. MI 0 oi! 


Obie, 


--Labſwer, tharfome thinke rhar raſh and rigo- £Auſr. 


Tous iudge ment is here condemned, as Mat. 7.1. 
Indge not,and yeſbzlines be indeed; and lam. 3.1. Be 


, « wo» 


” 
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nap Others thinke, that men arenot 
Noa i FT as 1 mr 
right, 2s Naked did co the loſle of his lite, 1,King, 
21443. It may be thought he did well in denying 
the ſale of the inheritance of his fathers, when by . 
pm __ was not el Chris c from 
proper Tribes and owners rifts reve 4 
55 may appear in the caſe of. 

_—_ and.in thecaſe. - r_ ro 
the deceaſed brother without iſſue Deve.s 255. jr 
4+4- They all held their land of Gods» Capice, and 
could notſell ic for ever, but till che yeare 0 of Iubi- 
le,Deut.15 7,8. nr g/d, od was their Lord 
Paramount. als ms it thus: Be 
not phariſaically an kypocrinaly right be- 
fore men,when God knoweth your hearts that they 
are abhominable, Luke16.15. But I think it is ta- 
ken tor ſuperſtirious 42 annoy finne on the 
right when men go þcyond the commande- 
ment of God, keeping mens traditions, Mat.1 5-3. 
Mar.7.3. Col.2.22.23. To Gods law nothing muſt 
be added nor taken away,Devuc.4.2. That we may 
wo iam, lem confider theſe motiues. 

we be boly andrighteous,we are like our 

Yom Father, ne 34 1.16. We are ſecondly like 

— AAS 4.27; Aas 3.4. he was juſt and 

_ Thirdly, if we be holy, «he Spirit of glorie 

God refteth on 05,1.Pet.4.16, his ſanRifying Spi- 

rit reigneth in vs, Rom. 8.9. Fourthly,if we be holy 

and iuſt,weare AIR IH PLAY ge 
Gal.1.4. Fiftly, if not holy, not entet into Gods 


kingdome, Heb.12.14. Reucl.21.27. mn 


holy we” ſhall be bleſſed in'our out- 
ward cftate. The wicked are overthrowne;are not, but 
the howſe of the righteous ſhall and, Prounz.9. The 
_ fghteows may fail ſeuen times 4 dey, and be raiſed-wy 
ag.4ine, but the wicked fall into miſchiefe, Prov.24. 16. 
when the righteous fall, the Lord putteth under his 
hind,pſal.37-24-as the ſtanders by are wont todo, 
to {aue 2 great wans-ſonne from a: fall in wreſt- 
ling. 

Owtward things happen alike, to him that ſweareth, 0512. 
and to him that feareth an oath, Eccle(,9.12. 
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Go thou into Gods ſanQuarieand thou ſhalt ſee An'v, 


how the wicked in the beſt of their-proſperitic 
ftandin lippery 19195 paſſe away as a dreame, 
pſal,73.18,20.T heyflouriſh as a greene bay tree, 
and are ſoone cut downe./Marke the end of the iuſt 
and yniuſt, pſal.37. 35,37,38. The wicked flouriſh- 
ing as grafle,are ſoone cur downe, pſal:9g2.7, they 
iumpe feartully into che grave, lob2 1.43. Laftly, 
. conſider that the righteous ſball ſhine as the Sunn in 
the kingdome of their Father, Mat.13.4.3, 

Secondly, conſider we the meanes of-ſtirring vs 
vp to godlineſle. Firſt, looke on the holineſſe and 
rightepuſneſſe of God, which made the Angels to 
fing, Holy, holy holy is the Lord, Ilay 6.3. the earth ts 
| fol of glorie. Bleſſed bethe glorie of the Lord from 
his on Ezck.3.12. He hath no pleaſure in wickednes, 
be hateth all the workers of iniquitie;plaks. 4.5; His 
tyerare purer then to behold iniquitie without difplea- 
ſure,Hab. 1:13. Secondly, obſerue the puritic and 
perfeQion of Gods law, it isperfet# and giueth tight 
10 the ſample, pſal.19.7. 1t is 4lanpe' to o8r feete, ay d 
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alight to our paths, pſal. 119. 105, Te ore cleave (faith 


.. Chrit,lob. 15.3.) 5ymy word. Thirdly, -propound 


ro thy ſclfe the examp!e of good men,Heb:11:from = 
verſe 2.to the end. Take, my brethren, the Prophers 
examples, Behold the patience of Tob,lam.5.10.11.Look. 
on Davids zeale, plal.132+12. Let women looke on 
old holy Matrons,who trufted in God; looke on 
Sarab,calling her Huſband Lord, whoſe daughters ye 
are, 1.Pet.3.5,6. 

Thirdly, remoue the impediments that cleave 
to thy corrupt nature, and preſſe thee downe, Heb. 
12.1. Firſtfuſpe& tbat traitor in'thine owne boſom: 
The heart of muns deceitful aboue meaſure, and deſpe- 
ratly wicked,ler.17.10. Beware of an enill heart of on- 
beltefe, leſt. your heat be hardned by the aeceitfulneſſe. 
of ſinne, Heb.3-13. Secondly, beware of Satans 
temptations, being ſ#b1i/-ginnes and craftie dewices, 
2:Cor.2.11. and in Epheſ.6.11. cunning tricks,ond the 
fiery darts of the wicked one, Ephe(.6.16. which arc 
ſudden-inicions to blaſphemie or deſperation. 

In the. ſecond place, the firſt outward impedi- 
ment is the world, wholylying in finne, t.Iob.5.19.. 
In the world we mayfind the luſts of the fleſh;the 
luſt of the eyes, andthe pride of life, 1.10b.2.16.. 


| The ſecondoutward let, is the proſperitic of the 


wicked, and the often aflitions of Gods children. 
This trouble (lob 21:7-)offended Dazid,Pſal.73.2,3. 
Ier.12a,z, Haba;12,13. Hence the Atheiſt colle- 
eth that it isin vayne to ſerue God ,' ſeeing proud - 
men and. contemners of -God advanced; againſt. 
which tempugtion-the godly conferre together, 
andre firengtbned.by God. A booke is SINE: 
| m 
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| Thewrwmntban = 
them that feare bim and feare him not. &fe.Mal. 3.15, 
16.17.The wicked ſhall be burnt a4 45 an Oven when 
pk Sunne of Righteouncſſe ſhall ariſe on the gody, 

RY 


.. Fourrhly, what be the (ignes that we are truely 
righteous; firſt in our ſelues the Spirit of Adopti- 
on,calling God Father,Row.8.15.16. His fpirit cer- 
rifiyng our ſpirits, that we are bis children, Secondly, 
the trus ot the Spirit, /owe, ioy, peace,gc.Golat.5.22. 
the practiſe of true pictic and charitie, whereby we 
make our w9cation and elettion ſure, 2. Pet. 1.10. 
Ele&ion is kit in natures order, bur Gods. vocatis 
is firſt knowne to vs. Marke laſtly theſe two efpeci- 
all cokens of true {inceritie: the firſt, loue ro good 
men and ſuch as excellin vertue,Pſal. 16.2. By which 
we knowe that wee are tranſlated from death «0 life, 
1.loh. 3.14. The ſecond is adelight in Gods or- 
dinances, Pal. 1g. 10. the word of Gad is ſweeter then 
bonie better then gold. 10a.58.13.14 theSabboth s the 

good mans delight. Gods precepts are not greiuous 10 
1.1.l0h.5,3. 
Laſtly, heere isan vſcof conſolation tothe del- , ,.. 
iſed children of God,they are gloriom in Gods eyes, 
Ee 49.5.they are his 547-4 treaſure, Exo0d.19.5.4 pecu- 
liar people , honourable Kings and Preiſts , that ſball 
raign with Chriſt for ewer.Reu. 5.10. T his made 449/es 
to deſpile Agipts glorie and riches, cſteeming the 
reproach of Chriſt much betrer, Heb. 125.26.þ4- 
wing reſpett to the recompence of reward. T his crowne 
of righteouſnes comforted Pawl, 2.Tiw.z.7.8, 
You have hcard before in the- opening of the 
ſence, that by the figure —_ moro was —_ 
2 then 


LE Ln 


De#7,z, » 


11, Reſon, 


2 — —Thetrae Neblome, | 
then ſpoken, That-there.is no excellencie to the-vn- 
righteous and vnregenerate; ſo continuing, God 


p rw ſay tothem = lacob to. Rewben,Gen.q9:4.Thou 


wot be excellemt ; and as it was, ſpoken in. ano- 
ther ſence,.1.Sam.4.21. /chebod, there is no gloric 
to rhem that continue in the baſeneſſe ot varege- 
nerate natures which cometh ſhort of the glorie 
of God,that glorious Image that Adam lolt, Rom, 
3.23. ven. 1.26,27. Theſe ſceke not the recoverie 
of their loſt eſtate, for -gloric, honour and-truc im. 
mortalitie, Rom.2.7, They may be for their race 
as noble as Cain, but for (ſinne- curſed ont:.of Gods 
preſence, catry.a marke of bafenefle ſeene ro God, 
Gen.q412..19,20.: God-doth thryſb away all the on- 
godly of the earth like droſſe, Plal. 119.119. :They are 
called, witches children, the ſeed of the adulterer and 
whore, lay 5 7-3. John calls them a generation of vi- 
pers, Mat, 3.7. and Chriſt, Mat-233 3. a generation 
of ſerpents,tor whom Hell is prepared. Ier.6.28.30. 
braſſe, tron, lead, reprobate ſiluer. Plal. 12.8..Zuloth, 
the wicked are termed « wle thing; and Plal.r 5.44 
he is called «wi/eperſon.. Plal.49.12. Adam Balialim, - 
did not reſt. one night in bis honour; Or-continued not 
long: andveiſe 20, 4 mon. in honour,and under ſtan- 
deth not, is like the beaſts that periſh. - 
Now tet vs ſee tbe reaſons that way. further 
proue thebaſcneſſe of thewicked, + 1 
Firſt , - whereas the-godly fetch their pedigree 
from God and heauengthewickedderiuetheir race 
from the.bate carth below, and fromthe Diueclk. - 
Chriſt, to the vabelceuing reprobate Iewes,tellerh 
them,loh. 8.44, that they are of their father the ney 


— 


whoſe workes they dozand Saint Paal;Epb,2,3.calleth 
ſuch the children of wrath » © 4.90" 

T he wicked vnbeleeuers cannot call Chriſt their 
y ug Kinſman,lob 19.25. He doth not mate them 
free, loh,83.6. neither doth he proy for the world, 
lob,17,9: They are none of thatig/oriowiChurch 
that ſhall be oneday wirhout pot or wrinkle, Ephel. 


Ty 3 | 

: Therhird reaſon to proue their baſeneſſe,, that 
they are not guided by Gods Spirit, but' are ruled 
by the ſpirit of the aire, working in the children of diſ- 
obedience;Eph2.2. the diuel holds them in his ſnares, 
2.Tim.2. 26. yea they are the bondmen of crreaption, 
2.Pct.2.19, on theſe Cains marke is ſet; Geng. 15. 
and cither they haue a rormenting conſcience; as 
Saul,1.Sam16.14+.0r iwdas, Math..25.0r4 ſeared 
conſcience,r, Tim«412. Theſe,like'condewned Hy. 
man,ſce nor the Kings face, Heſt.7.8. Theſe crie nor 
toGod when he bindeth them, Fob:36:13.45 the R 0- 
mane cuſteme wasz and ours is to'bind the hands 
of the condemned, i.Lii7or, ligemalh, go Sergeant 
binde his hands. Abner was not ſo bound; 2: Sam. 
23.4-; Theſe men tor faking God,areiuſtly of him 
forlaken in their mileries, Proverbs 1.26. Hewill 
no way anſwer Sasl, 1, Sam.28.6. Thus theyflie 
when no man purſucth them , Prou: 28.1. + feari 
where i no. feare, Plalme 53.5. Dying-either deſ- 
pone'y like[udas;:; Mats 27:5 or | v and 

ullenly like Nabal, 1. Sam.25. 37,38. like 'a"man 
cleſcly marthered,andfecrerly tffowne intoTems 
inascloak bag... S(10 IU UF TCR 
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2.Re4ſon, 


2 Reaſon, 


4.Xeaſon, 


5, Reaſon, 


©. Reaſon, 


Obie, 


gf. 
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Laſily theſe men liue and dycin the bond of ini- 


. quitie, 4nd gall of bitternes, At. 8.23. 


. Fourthly, what are theſe wicked men to the AL. 
ſewblie of tbe Saints, but 4s the blacke Texts of Ke- 
dar, Pſal. 120.5, Tents of ungediinefs, Plal. 84.10. 
The Synagognes of Sathan , R cu.2.9. 0h my ſoule come 
not thea into their ſecret, vnts their aſſemblies let not 
my glory be united,Gen. 49.6. 

T he reprobates baue no rightto any of the crea- 
tures;Chri(t being the heire of the world, Heb.2.2.8 
by him a// things are ours.1. Cor.3.22.23. They are 
viurpers, their Tables a ſnare tothems, Plal, 69. 22, 
Some of them are the ſonnes of villaynes, and eat 
Mallowes and Iuniper rootes, loby20.4. 5.6.7. Yea the 
Lions are ſometimes hunger.bicien,PÞlal.34.0. Laſtly, 
they bane no portion, no right,no memorial in 1eruſa- 
lem, Nch.2.20. nor inheritance in heauen, Reuel, 
22.45.thele dogs are without. 

T he ſixth reaſon, theſe are not vnder Gods pro- 
teRion and guard of good Angels, butare in $a- 
tans power their laylor,who wor kethin them,Epheſ. 
2.2. Hebe2.15. whos their god, 2.Cor.4.4. who like 
excommunicate perſons are deliuered to Satan, 1. 
Car. 5.5. ere in Satans bands,2. Tim. 2.25, in worle 
ſtate then Turkie gally ſlaves. | 

But are not good Angels guardians of wicked 


States and Monarchies: Dan-10.20.where the An- 


gell ſcemeth to.atrend the Priaces of Perfia and 

I anſwer, thabthe preleruing of publicke States 
for the Churches good,is one Neg adahs uar- 
ding of particular wicked men,is another: yet ſome 
Cyr 
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Cyr forthe farure ſeruice of the Church, may be 
-in aſpeciall maner preſerued before he know God, 

Lay 45-1:4- The iaylors and torinenters of the dam- 
ned are the divels, Heb-z-24,25- 2-Pet-2.4. Inde 6. 
who yet-rhemſelues are kept in chaines of darkneſſe 
to the great iudgement day. 1 conteſle ghat lometimes 
for an Abrebams lake an /ſpmaecl-may thriue.Genel, 
17-20- and may be preſcrued ſtrangely by Gods An- 
gell,Gen-21-7. Bur vſually I chinke tbat che Angels 
attendance on bad men,is like the guarding of Am- 
baſſadours-and ſtrangers in Muſcoaia and-China, 
who are chiefly waited on for teare of hurting the 
Srare or like the Shiriffes men guarding the male- 
factors to the gallowes. 

Though wicked-men may do ſome ſcruice for 
the Gommon weale, as Saul did,1.Sa2m, 13.15, Alex- 
andey and Ceſar way be famous for bloodſhed,way 
be great hunters like Nimrod,Gen.10.9. yet theend 
of theſe mens exploits 15notto ſerue God and the 
Church herein, -but chey ſerue their owne Juſts of 
couetouſneſle and vainglorie:Theſe men could take 
cities and kingdomes, but could not rule their (pi- 
ric, which is greater, Pro-16.22, Therefore the memo- 
rie of tht iuft is bleſſed, but the watne of the wicked ſpall 
rot, Prou-10-7- - - 

The reprobate hath no fauing grace: A haut not yz, 

faith,2.Theſl-3-2- Faith is onely Gods ele, Tit 1-41. 
The hope of the hypocrite is-vothing, lob 27.8 like 
a bulraſh;/ob 8.13. They are not freed from any in: 
Pride doth compaſſe them as 4 chaine,Pſal7 3-6- There 6 
peace to them, Uay 48 22. and 57.21. 

Ninthly, theſe men ave accurnicd in cuery thing 9.Reaſon, 
they 


7.Reaſom, 


1,v/c, 


2,vſc, 
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-they put their hands vnto, Deut.28.16, 17. accue- 

{ed in their liues and deaths : which cauſed Ba/aam 
to wiſh to die the death of the righteows.Numb.2 3.10, 
Yea this curſe doth purſue their poſteritie, in the 
deſtruRion.of crobogms and Achabs houle,1.King. 
I 4.20. 2-Kingo.10. 

\ The firſt vſc of this Dofrine-is-to diſcouer a 
double error in theſe men; firſt of their own eſtate: 
ſecondly of the condition ofthe godly. The wicked 

-thinke themſclues happie and honorable, when 
they are baſe and miſerable, « wicked ſeed, Ilay 1:4. 
light as mater,Gen.49.3 Jike the beaſt that periſh,Plal. 
49-20. they thinke their ſtate and houſes ſhall continue 
for ener, Plal,49.18. and all.this is becauſe often- 
times they have nochanges,Plal.s 5.29. Againegthele 


#ſbmaects mock Tack that hath the promiſe,Gen.21.9. 


they deſpiſe Davids honour; Pſal.4.2.- they will a- 
baſe him whom God will aduance,Pſal.62.4.Theſe 
mad fooles mocke the counſel of the poore, ruſting in 
Ged,Plal-14,16. but God maketh chem likea fiery 
.ouen, ſuddenly ſhooteth at their faces, Pſalme 21; 
9.12, | 

Secondly, letthis terrifie them, who becauſe ſex- 
[ence againſt an enill worke is not ſpeedily executed, ful- 
ly ſet their hearts to do egill; Though a ſinner doth ewill 
an hundredtimes, and God proſper bi dayes yer ſmrely 
know that it ſhall gowell to them that feare God, which 
feare before him, but it (ball not be well to the wicked, 
Eccleſ.8.11,12,13. theſe God ſcattereth as the winde 


' Goth the chaffe;they cannot ſtand min -withthe 


righteows,Pſal.1.4,5- they are tres bownd op for the 


Fre, Mat.13.30, theſe carſed mult go 20 —_ 
| re 
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fire, Math. 25, 41. They ſhall leave their name 
to Gods children, Ela.65.15, when they (bal BR 
'ham ack ans Iacob in heaven, Luke 13,28, 


- Be you exhotted wot to ef your bornes on high xox 3/7 


ro with a tiffe necke, Plal.75.5, 


He ſecond clauſe of the verſe,the other branch 
of my Text, ſheweth the realon why men for- 
ſake true honour and follow baſe courſes, becauſe 
their proſperous way doth deceine them.T he way of the 
wicked, _P fignifies their traine and courſe 
of life: The wayes of man are before the eyes of the Lord, 
and be pondercth their path,Prou.5.21.God rendereth 
mn _— his wayes, ler. 17 a0. God knoweth the 
therighteous,andthe way of the ongodly ſhall pe- 

4 4.6, - Secondly, it (ignifieth the proſperi 
of theirways: /ereme 12.1,2. acknowledgeth Gods 
righteouſneſle, yet would pleade with him concer- 
ning his iudgements, Why doth rhe way of the wicked 
proſper? why are they happie that deale ery trecherouſ- 
ly? The ongodly proſper in the world, and. increaſe is 
riches,Pfal.z3 9.12. Tathen ghem,doth deceiue them, 
and cauſeth them to erre in their wayes. Rabbi Elias 
thinketh chat Ta»gs4b written with theletter Teth, 
fignifieth onely their errour of the mindzand writ- 
ten with Tau,as in this place, is onely to be reterred 
to the errors of wayes and ations. This errour is 
confuted by comparing theſe two places together, 
Way 21.4. My mind erred; and: Plal.119.110. / hae 
not erred from thy precepts, both are written with 
the lerrer Tau,and not Teth ; yet the.firſt ſpeakerh 


of theerror of the mind, and the ſecond of the er- 
F . _ 
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rors of wayes. Ianiue tran{laterh.th's place thus, 
ſeducet ear, ſeduceth them, giueth this ſence: They 
crre in their talſe opinions, preferring themſclues 
before che iuft, and moti falfe by thinking them. 
ſelues more excellent then rhey. The French tran- 
lation thus , Les fera fowrp woger, will make them 
go aftray. Let vs then vnderſtand this place of both 
theſe errors, thus-: the profperous way of wicked 
men, draweth their blind mind intoa talſe conceit 
of themſelues and the righteous , and ſo cauſerh 
them to follow leud courſes. Now the error in a- 
Rion is more euident to vs; but becaule the errour 
of the mind is for moſt in nature, and is the cauſe 
of the other, we wi: there begin. 

Now out of the coherence with the former 
clauſe, obferue that here 1s a fecret obietion an- 
ſwered, Why,if the righteous be fo excellent, and 
the wicked (0 baſe, ſeeing all men hate baſeneſle 
and loue honour, do nor the wicked men become 
righteous,thar they may alſo beexcelient? The holy 
Ghoſt rendreth a ſtrong reaſon why they continue 
wicked ſti!] : Theiroutward -pompous- eſtate blin- 
deth their .iudgement and leadeth them aſtray. 
Hence gather with me thefe two Doctrines: - 

The profperitie of the wicked maketh him a foole, in © 
falſl» iudging of hrs owne aud the righteous mans eſtate. 
The ſecond 1s, that The wickeas proſperous eſtate can- 
ſeth themto erre fromthe paths of righteou[neſſe. 

before we enter into the feuerall handling 
o* thefe points, let vs remoue a ſcruple and doubt 
hence ariting : That imany forlorne wretches ſerue 
the diuell for nothing , and as they are baſe by rea« 
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ſonof their finae before God,ſo are theymilerable 
inche fight of the world , whom were and faraize 
doth hunts 40 deſolate places, who feed ommallowes and 
auniper rootes, dwelling in the clifts of the alleys, and 
are the ſonnes of villames, lob 30-3,9. when onthe 
contrary, the candle sf the Lord ſhineth ow lobs bead, 
yea when lob waſhed hu ſteps with butter, and rivers of 
ole out of the rocke flowed to him, when youg men and 
o#/d Princes honour tob, lob 29.3.12. theſe men have 
no proſperous wayes to ſeduce them. For the clea. 
ring of which doubr, obſerve with me that all che 
diſputation of /eb with his three friends, trom the 
fourth to the 32, handleth theſe pomes: firſt, whe. 
ther all wicked men are in this world overtaken 
. With Gods judgements : fecondly, whether the 
godly do alwaies here continue in their proſperitie: 
thirdly, whether 79h now falling into miſery, to be 
an hypocrite. 7obs falſe friends hold the afhrwatiue 

;and /ob by diuine argyments and experience 

th the negatiue , firongly prouing that by 

theſe outward things no max knowerh lone or hatred, 
as Salomon allo teacherh, Eccles 9.1. and if owr hope 
were onely of this preſent life, many of Gods children 
were of all men moſt miſerable, 1.Cor.15.19, as Saint 
Paw! teacheth . Herein Gods judgements being 
moſt vnſearchable, ke rhe great depth, Pal. 36.6. 
which are ſecret, but alwayes iuſt, as Aug#u//1me ob- 
ſeruerh. Our of theſe things tothe former obieti- 
on,1 frame this anſwer, Thatalthough all the wic- 
ked enioy not an heauen of ioys here, and all Gods 
children are not poore and of low degree, but ſome 
are honorable in the ſight of God and wan, and-do. 
| F 2 in. 
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increaſe in favour withGod and man, 2s. it is ſpoken 
ofeſus our Lord,Luk.2,52., yet I afhrme- that noc 
oncly the rich Nabals and proud Hamens deſpile 
Gods children, - but the very ſonnes of fooles and 
baſe men, whoſe fathers were not worthy to fit 
with the dogs of /#bsflocke, do yet make 7ob their 
ſong and by-word, Iob-30.1,8,9. yea Chriſt him- 
ſelfe was accounted a worme and no man, a reproach of 
men,and deſpiſed of the people, Plal.22.6. How were 
the Heathen wont to cric out againſt the Chriſti- 
ans in time-of perſceution, Haireatheous, Deſtroy 
theſe Atheiſts? How baſely did the poore landiner 
caſt off the loue and kindneſle of his rich neighbor, 
as ſoone as he percejued he did ſmell of the Goſpel; 
as our worthy in his Afts and Monuments ſhew- 
eth. The vnconuertedrtheefe in the time of Chriſts 
6,was as buſie in reviling Chriſt as the Scribes 
and Phariſces,'Luk.22.29., Yea, many thieucs and 
murtherers thinke better of their leud'courſes then 
of the wayes of the Lord, becauſe they ſec Religion 
euery where: ſpoken-againſt, Ads 28.22. If the 
matter were put, not onely to rich wicked men,but 
allo-to-beggers, whether Barabbas or Chriſt were ra- 
ther to be choſen intheir hearts, they would rather 
chuſe arebell and a robber then Chriſt, Loh, 18.40; 
Ads 3:14.Mat.27.16. Yea the baſeſt beggers do ſo 
diſtaſte Religion, that they cftceme their eſtate bet- 
ter then the eſtate of the carneſt profeſſors, This 
obie&ion then notwithſtanding , it-is-plaine, that 
The proſperitie of wicked rich men ſeduceth them, 
blindfoldeth their iudgemeant ſo,that they thinke 
well of their deſperate cltate, and in their hearts do- 
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eondemne the generation of the righteous. There 
i5.4 way that ſeemeth right to a man, but the end thereof 
are the wayes of death, Prov. 1 4.2. The ſame parable 
for the excellencie thereof repeated in- the ſame 

words,Pre.16.25.Th: properous way of theſe ungodly 

ſeemeth at the firſt entrance faire onto them, but the end 
thereef # deſtruttion.Like the broad way and wide gate 
that Chriſt ſpake of, Mat.7.13. Like a faire greene 

land,leading a-traueller out of his way, and caſting 

him to the hands of cheeucs . Becauſe they haue no 

ehanges they feare not God, Pſal.7 3.20, This cauſed 

Chriſt, Mat. 13-22, to-giue this epichete to riches, 

deftitfulnefs of riches, becauſe they do deceive men, 

fallly perſwading them that they make them hap- 

pie; when Salomontelleth,Pro.1.3 3. that the prope- 

ritie of faoles deſtroyeth them. 


The firſt reaſon prooving. that proſperitic doth x. xs. 


deceiue the wicked,ſhall be this : It Gods childrens 
feete be almoſt gone, and their ſteps do well neereſlide in 
ſ6cing the proſperitie of the wicked, Plal.73.1,2..and if 
the people do twrne in hither becauſe waters of a full cup 
are wrung out to theſe wickedzand if the godly in their 
weakneſle do hereat ſay, [heue cleanſed my heart in 
-oaine ,and waſhed my hands in inwocencte ; and if rhe 
righteous-are onely at this,for feare of condemning 
the generation of the righteow,. and-cannot be fully 
ſtrengthened againſt riis temptation #/4/ they go in- 
tothe Sant uaris of Godto [ce how theſe wicked are ſes 
in ſlipperie places, andibente come to ſudden and feav- 
full raineÞlal7 3,124) 3,141 $,16,17, how can-it 
-but that tbe wicked-themielues not armed a- 
gain(t theſe rempracions,, do blcile thowlele in 
: F 3 their. 
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their outward eſtate, hawiy their portion owely in this 
worla, Pal. 17.14- 4 

2.Ruaſen, The ſecond reaſon Randeth thus : Riches to a 
. wicked man, 15 an idol; and therefore the couctous 
 iscalledan Idolater;Eph.5.5. «teacher of Ges, Hab. 

2.18. Now the rich mans wealth is is frony citie, and 

is an high wall in his conceit , Prou.18.11. But in the 

verſe 1mmediatly aforegoing , Salomon telleth,that 

the name of the Lord is a ſtrong tower, the righteous 

runneth to it and are ſafezwhere the Antithehs doth 

reach vs,thart as the righteous truſt in God and are 

ſafes ſo wicked men truſt in their god Mammon, 

. andperiſh , when theirriches becometh a broken 

recd intheir hands, Iſay 31.3. Though he ſnufferh 

. at men,and ſay in his heart, 7 ſhall newer be moued,Pla. 

10.55. yet by the miſerable cuents they find chem- 
ſeluesdeceiued ; and as other idolaters haue fed on 

aſhes, and a ſeduced heart hath turned them aſide, 

Ifay 44-20. that they cannor deliner. their owne 

ſoules, nor ſay, /s there not 4 lie in my right hand? 

i All idolaters are like the diſtempered ſtomacke of 
ic a woman with childe, or yong children, who will 
Uk. cate chalke and coa!es, and lime out of the wall. 
Fi Whoredome, women-and new wine take away 
''] mens hearts, when they ask counſel! of their ſtocks, 
| and their ſtaffe teacheththem ,; rhe ſpirir of forni- 
cation cauſeth men to erre, Hoſ.q.11;12. -So-the 
god Mawmon, in'whom theſewmen truft in ſtead'of 
 God,Mat.6.24.deceineth them ofallpiritual ſence 
and vnderſtanding . Some do to this purpoſe in- 
terprete that of Pau! to Timothy, 1.Tim. 6:5. Mex 
de fliture of truth, doe take gaine to' be godlitiefle; 
oh .or 
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or with Simun Magus would make gaine of a ſhew 
of godlineſle, AQs8. 19,20. If conctauſneſſe be the 
roote of all enill 1, Tim. 6.19. then if this blind error 
which-poſledeth many Nebss with vs, who baue 
neither the knowledge nor power of godlineſle, 
yet do thinke themlelues godly becauſe they arc 
rich; and other goodmen to be irreligious, becauſe 


they be poore; like the Phariſees, 1oh.7.49. theſe. 


beggars know not the law,and are curſed. 


The third reaſon is this, becauſe the nature and 3: 


qualicie of proſperitie vnſanttifed becometh a 
inare,Pſal.69.22. it maketh them high minded,cau- 
{eth chem to truſt in theſe vncertaine riches, and 
not in the living God, whogiueth all things richly 
to enioy, 1.Tim.6.17, Thus with Pharaoh they ſay 
in their hearts, whos the Lord that 1 ſhould obey him ? 
I know not the Lord, Exo0d.5.2, They bid God depart 
from themgthey will lear ne none of hiswazts,lob 21.14. 
and with Naba/ to puffe at Gods poore children, 
1.Sam-25.10. #ho is Dauid ? who ts the ſonne of 1ſþai? 
we hawe $90 muny of theſe rann 1gate beggers; bur yet 
after, ver. 37,3 8. when God {mote him , his heart 
was dead asa ſtone, and ſo he went ſullenly to his 
graue, as a hog drinking in his blood, or as aflaine 
man ſecretly in acloakbag caſt into Thames. 
Laſtly, beſides this dotage, making them thinke 
that their houſes ſoul continge for ever, Plal. 49.11.18. 
the flatterics of p£o@@people doth much confirme 
their folly. As longas thowdoeſt good to thy lelte, 
men will ſpeake well of thee. Liue chou,and [pcake 
like the Epicure ſoule , * Thou haſt enough laid vp 
inſtore for many yearcs,cate,drinke,and be merry; 


like - 
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ike S$ardinapalis or Eligabalis , as 1 ate, fo much1 

had, ſaying, Let vs eateand drinke, for to morrow 

we ſhall dic,Eſ#y 22.13, Weareſilke, fare deliciouſly 

euery day, like an oxe fatting thy ſelfe ro the day of 
ſlavghter, go ſpeedily to hell, Luk.16.19. yer tlat- 

terers will ſay, Your Worſhip is wiſe; what ſhould 
youdoe but :9cundare cam aricis, and ſpend your 
time in pleaſures. Howeaſily will cheſe vaine flat- 

teries worke on fooliſh rich men, who with Adam 

follow vaine inventions, Eccles 7.31. who become 

vaine in their mwaginations,& whoſe fooliſh heart 

is darknefle, Roma..21that walke in the vanitie of 
eheir mindes, hauing their cogitations darkened, 
Fph.4-17,18.who labour to — the rewain- 
der of the light of nature, withholding the truth in 

vnrighteouſneſſe, Rom.1.18. Hence,the idolatrie 

of riches, the ſnare of riches, the flatterie of wret- 

ches increaſe in worldly rich men this their frenzie, 
the deceitfulnefle of mens hearts, Ier. 17.9. the de- 

ceitfulnefle of riches, Mat.13.22. the whole world 

lying in finne,r.lob.5.19. where is to be found no- 
thing but theſe luſts of the fleſh, the luſts of the 

eyes, the pride of life, 1.oh.2.15. drawing men to 

folly and finne, and when the divell the god of this 

world,doth hoodwinke theſe mens eyes, that they 

cannot ſee, belceue, and be ſaved, 2, Corinth. 4. 


3 ,4- 

"Firſt, let this inſtru@ hee, tior'to maruell to ſee 
ſo wany rich men fatred againſt the day of flaugh- 
ter, who vpon afalſe perſwaſion go merilyto hell, 
as the oxe to the ſhambles, like a foole to the ſtocks, 
Prou.7.22, they flatter thewſclues in theitwicked- 
nes, 
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nes, tillcheirabbominations to be hated are found 
ae a3eaT Thus their _ ſhewheir folly, d. 

iea prouc cir {a in Pfal «IJo \ 
Feels raps ani Cares, - = lind zeale . 
doth a Papiſt, AQs 13.50. rs ae | 
in perſecuting his Church, loh.16.2. 

Secondly, let me hence exhorr theſe ſeduced ,;,, 
ſoules not to truſt in vanirie, leſt vanitic be their re- 
compence,lob 15.31. Oh tru#-not #n robberies if ri- 
ches mereaſe, ſet not-yeur hearts on them, Plal.62.1c. 

. Let not your hearts be ouercome with the care of this life, 
.Luk21.34+ 
Thirdly, © ye rich men ſtop youreares againſt ,7;.. 


all al farereng :eſpeciallyſuch as will feed you with 
, crying, I par Lamar Avuce all is 
—_ Ier.14. 13,14. T will caſt 
- you on more dangerous gultes racer 4 and Cha- 
vb, Vie the world.as notabuſi a faſhion 
thereof leadeth men aſtray. Let our Parchss tell 
IN iſe, pag. 317.a Perſian 
metan,who incloſed a goodly valley between 
two hils, filled with all pleaſure that nature or arr 
_ —_ them, he gaue atthe firſt entrance to 
ic drinke,caried them aſleep into 
fre tion of noyyoae Ih where they ſaw and enjoyed 
raany rarities zafter,gaue them another ſleepie po- 
tion, and then.caried them out againezand ſotheſe 
fooles thought they had beene in paradiſe; and 
inhope of this they were fleſhed for the commit- 
of any villanie ; therefore 734» the Turke after. 
w it; 
won co this comfort them that can vic this4-»/ 
G world 
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world aright; as fiſh are freſh in the ſale Ocean, as 
Abraham, Dauid and Saiomon, who inabundanceof 
riches ſeraed God ; and Sa/omens wiledome in his 
proſperitie remained with him,Eccles 2.19. to him 
wiſedome with an inheritance was good , Eccles 
2,11.” | 
- The ſecond DoArine ont of the ſecond clauſe 
of my Text,is, T hatthe proſperous way of wicked 
men doth make them follow ill courſes. The para- 
ble of the prodigall ſonne,”. that never choughe of 
his returne home to his father till he had ſpene»allj 
proueth this, Luk. 15.14,15,16. A wan in proſperi- 
tic,not ſanified,is like a wilde afſe vied to-the wil- 
derneſle,that ſnuffeth in the aire at herpleaſure, at her 
occaſion who can turne her, all that ſeek ber will be wea- 
ried, tn her moneth you ſhall tude her when ſhe & pained - 
in bringing forth her youg, Icr.2.24, It is proſperitie - 
that ſlayeth chefoole, Prou.1, 32. If cuer he will : 
_— Ing in _ will ſccke —_— 
ently, Hoſ.s.15.' Theerring wandrings of-wicked 
rich _ is like /oſephs loſing himſelfe in the field, . 
Gen. 37.15. Proſperiticis like a falſe guide that ſet- 
teth a man our. of his way atthe firſt entring-into - 
his trauell , - and ſo they walke through by-paths;, 
Iudg.5,6. Before 1 was affliiFed 1 went aftray, Pal. 
119.67. To wicked men their table is made 6 ſnare, 
and their profperitie their ruowe, Plal.&gi21; - 'i.,'1 
The firſt reaſon ro-proue this;)1is an argument . 
drawne from infallible. experience in .all ages, . 
ſhewing that. wealth and riches have beene ved 
as weapons of rebellion againſt the Lord /- Jeſbarus - 
—  —— CR 
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kicked with his hecle,Deut.32.15. Wealth without 
grace, makerh proviſion tor the lufts of the fleſh, 
| ry are conſumed onluſts,lam.g.z. 
Ler vs examine ſome particulars; Firſt, wealth ma. 
keth the far adulterers like fed horſes to neigh a+ _ 
ter their neighbours wiues,ler. 5. 8.We haue a fear. 
Full example in Da#id,z.Sam. 11.2, Secondly, here 
men grow into idolatrie,as we ſce in Sz/omens time, 
1,.King.11.23- when men doe richly endow and 
decke their idols,Pſal:16.3. Thirdly, hence pride 
doth compeſſe them as a chaine, Plal.73.6, Fourthly, 
hence commeth blaſphemic , when hey ftretch ont 
their tongues againſt heaven, that is, God in heauen 
Plal.73.9. They lay, who & the Lord? Exod.5.2. and 
bid God depart from them,[ob 21.14.Wealth 
Vee ang pr I For Wa- 
#r(lay they) anſwer: mes ,Eccles 10.19. Bri 
(lay they) chat we may drinke, Amos 4.1. To R__ 
taine their pompe and itare, they haue both their 
hands open, Mica 7.3. | 
Secondly, there are certaine adiuuant cauſes ma. ,,,.. . 
king riches poiſonfull inſtruments of vnrighteouſ. x 
nes to men. There are two corruptersof the wealth 
without.them; firſt;the divell doth dazle mens cies 


hee ang ſhew of wealth, 2:Cor:4.4. as 
s do vie their glaſſes to deceiue the 
ſilly bird. Secondly, the flatteries 'of the world 
are falſe bawdes to bewitch rich men , as AdsZam 
was to iwdgb,Gen.38.20. Thirdly, within them. 
ſelues,theirowne falfe vabelecuing hearrs deceiue 
them, Heb.2.1z. Here the way of wicked men i in 
Sarkneſſe, they know not 4; what 0 fumble, Prou. 
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4.19. And thus alfo becauſe ſentence againſt an euill 
worke is not executed ſpeedily, therefore the hearts of 
the ſonnes of men # fully ſet to do euill, Eccles 8.11, 
and ſo with Dixes go ſuddenly to hell, Luke 16.19, 
20,21, 

This Do&rine ſerueth firſt toterrifie the vngod- 
ly Nabals of the world,to whom Chriſt faith, wo be 
w1to you that are rich now, for you baue receined your 
conſolation. Wo unto you that are full, for you ſball buw. 
ger. Wo umo you that laugh now, for you ſhall monrne 
and weepe. Luk.6.24,2 5, To whom /emes ſaith, lam, 
$.1,2,3- Go t0 now ye rich men, weepe and houl: for the 
miſeries that ſhall come on you ; your riches are corrup.. - 
ted,and your garments are moth-eaten; your gold and 
filuer is cankerd, and the ruſt of them ſhall be a witneſſe 
againſt you, and ſhall eate your fleſh as fire; you have bea- 
ped treaſures againſt the laft dejes.. walke in the wayes 
of your owne heart, and in the ſizht of your eyes,, know 
that for this you ſhall come to tndgement; Eccles 11.9. 


* Oh confider this ye that forget God, leſt he come and 


teare you in peeces and there be none to atliner you,Plal 
0.22, 
| Secondly, let me hence exhort the wicked world- 
lings to tend in awe,and /inne not; commune with your 
exne hearts on your beds,and be ftill, Plal.4 4. Be not 
like bankrupts, who for fearc of their grear debts, 
dare not looke into their reckoning bookes. Oh 
breake off your (innes with righteouſne(ſe, and your inj- 
quities with (hewing mercie to the poore, Dani4.27: 
be not bighminde4ye rich men, truft uot in wncertdine 
riches, but in the lining God, who gineth ws all things 
richly 80 enion, 1. Tim.6.17. But .it may be that in- 
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vaine I C__ of theſe men ; therefore in 
ehe third place T will dire@ my ſpeech to the holy 
and rightcons' man: Firſt emmie-not rich-men in 
the tichesthey ſpend on their luſts, Iam. 4. 3: Pal. 
37.1, When many ſay, Who wilt ſhew-v1 any good? do 
thou ſay, Lord lifs wp thelight of thy countenance op- 
on me;.and, Thou haſt put more gladneſſe in my heart, 
then they that had their corne and wine incredfed; Pal. 
4-6,7. 4 little that the righteous hath, @ better then 
reat poſſtfions of the wicked,Plal.37.16., If God [þ.ll 
jo thee to houſes which thos buildeſt not, filed with 
all maner of ſtore, and 1bou eating art fall , then take 
heed left thou forget the Lord thy God, Deut.6.12,13,14« 
Laftly, pray we with-4gur, Prou.30.8,9.not tor ri- 
ches,/eſt thou being too full, ſhould denie thy God ; de- 
fire onely bread of competencie, arton epiouſiox, fit 
both for quantite and qualitie ro ſupport nature.. 
Mat. 6.11. Let your conwer ſation be without conetou[- 
wes, for God will not forſake thee, Heb.rz.5. we browg ht 
nothing into #his world, we ſhall carrie naught hence. 
If we haue food and raiment, let us learne tobe content. 
Rich men fall into temptations, ſnares, noiſome luſts, 
drowning men in-perdition, 1. Tim.6.7,8, 9, Math. 
6.25. Tothis end remember theſe reaſons of Chriſt: 
firlt, he giveth thy body life zſecondly, be feederh 
rauens ;thirdly, he clotheth lilliesz tourthly, che 
Gentiles ſeeke after theſe things ; fittly, none can adde 
one cubite to his ſtature; fixtly, are arguments of want 
of faith; Py: « ly, /%; canes the day is the traucll;, 
eightly, fir/# ſeek Gods kin and bn; riebteou(ncs, 
p. af pnber _ {ball be caf Upon Jou. When Sales 
wor ſought of God true wildowe betoreall chin g;,,. 
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